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Guidelines to Develop the Relationship in Thai Family According to
the Four Bases of Social Solidarity
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Abstract

This thesis entitled ‘Guidelines to Develop the Relationship in Thai Family
according to the Four Bases of Social Solidarity’ has three objectives: 1) to study the
principle of the four bases of social solidarity in Theravada Buddhism, 2) to study the
states of problem of relationship in Thai family, and 3) to study the guidelines to
develop the relationship in Thai family according to the four bases of social

solidarity. This is a qualitative research.

In the research, it was found that according to Buddhism, the four bases of
social solidarity is purposely assigned to unite people in living together happily
whereby their mind is harmonized by the following virtues: 1) giving; this means
offering materials and Dhamma to others, 2) kindly speech; this means that one
should speak to others kindly, 3) useful conduct; this means that one should help
others without returning back some benefit, and 4) even and equal treatment; this
means that one should behave evenly whether one is in suffering or pleasant
moment; one should not take advantage over others, once followed this way, love

and harmony would be brought in to a society.

As far as the states of problem in Thai family are concerned, it is found
that: 1) the states of problem on the relationship between wife and husband are
obviously caused by misunderstanding and different opinions including acceptance,
2) the states of problem on the relationship between parents and son and daughter
are caused by drinking alcohol, gambling, using internet, night-travelling, running
away from home, taking drug, violent and aggressive behaviour, and 3) the states of
problem on the relationship between relatives and siblings are caused by
disagreement among them, non-working, drug-addicted, gambling-addicted, over-

expenditure where help given by others is always needed.

In the guidelines to develop the relationship in Thai family according to

the four bases of social solidarity, it showed that: 1) in the guideline to develop the



relationship between husband and wife they should know how to offer material
items in various occasions, such as birthday, marriage anniversary, family day,
forgiveness, etc.; they should speak kind words where mutual love is made whereby
certain benefit can be given, they should make a good wish for one another regularly
by which the relationship lasts long, 2) the guidelines to develop the relationship
between parents and son and daughter need gift-giving in auspicious occasions
where comfortability and love are offered through kind speech. Under this situation,
they will express their love and mutual understanding to one another whereby
protection and help including respect could be actualized, and 3) the guidelines to
develop the relationship between relatives and siblings need materials-giving and
support when they are in need, they should speak kind speech where certain benefit
could be given at the time of difficulty, they should behave properly among relatives
where love, respect, kind heart and support are always shared.

Keywords : Relationship, Thai Family , Four Bases of Social Solidarity
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