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Abstract

The study emphasizes on following three objectives: 1) merit
transference in Buddhist scriptures, 2) belief of merit transference in Thai society
and 3) merit transference in Buddhist scriptures influencing on Thai society.

As the results of study, in the Buddhist scriptures state about merit
transference as transferring merits to the departed relatives. Importantly, living
doer should perform merit transference because merit transference are
beneficial both for living doer showing gratitude to someone departed and the
departed relatives. That is, the departed who is reborn in an unfortunate spirit
form could be released from their suffering condition through the transferring of
merits to them by friends and relative who do some meritorious deeds.
Additionally, the doer of merit transference will feel gladness in his heart
because aware of good deed.

Believe in merit transference of Thai society is influenced from
Shamanism and Buddhism along with traditional belief about transferring merits
to the departed one. After passing on someone who may be relatives or known
persons, the living favors transferring merit to departed one. Such believe was
inherited since ancient times. Recently, believe in merit transference according
to Buddhist scriptures becomes central feature influencing on Thai society, way
of life, and tradition. Therefore, whenever merit is performed, the living always
transfers that merit to the departed. Moreover, this has value of mind and

create relation between living and depated ones as well.
Keywords: Merit transference, Buddhist scriptures, influence, Thai society
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