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Abstract

This academic article aims to present a systematic approach to developing a strong,
transparent, and sustainably participatory local political system in Nakhon Ratchasima
Province. This is achieved by synthesizing research focusing on local political power bases,
patronage networks, and Thai political culture. Research in Nakhon Ratchasima reveals that
the province's local political system faces structural and procedural problems affecting the
effectiveness and strength of local democracy. In particular, citizen participation is limited to
voting and contacting relevant agencies, rather than actively participating in policy-making and
scrutinizing the exercise of power. Furthermore, the patronage and interest network political
culture continues to influence political behavior, hindering the full utilization of democratic

institutions. Simultaneously, factors such as values, attitudes, social differences, and
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limitations in the leadership of local politicians further complicate the development of the
local political system. This situation reflects the fact that the development of local politics in
Nakhon Ratchasima Province faces structural, cultural, and behavioral limitations that require

systematic and sustainable solutions based on academic principles.

Keywords: Development approaches, Local political systems, Public participation
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