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Abstract

This academic article aims to examine " Blameless Work " within communities and the
pursuit of occupations that avoid negative impacts on individuals and society. The study
explores the relationship between work, ethics, and sustainable community development
within the contemporary social context, where professional engagement is viewed not merely
as a means of subsistence but as a vital mechanism governing quality of life, social relations,
and communal stability. Findings indicate that "non-harmful work" is a Buddhist concept
explicitly stated in the 38 Blessings of Life (Mangala Sutta), defined as labor that is free from
malice and harm, avoids exploitation, and provides mutual benefits to both the individual and
society. This principle is evaluated through four criteria: compliance with law, tradition,
morality, and Dhamma. Furthermore, it encompasses the avoidance of Miccha Vanijja (the
five prohibited trades), which include trading in weapons, human beings, animals for slaughter,
intoxicants, and poisons—occupations that diminish human dignity and yield long-term
adverse karmic consequences. the article highlights the distinction between "competence"
(Tham Dai), which focuses on quantitative success and self-interest, and "virtuous
performance" (Tham Dee), which requires a conscientious assessment of consequences and
the ethical fortitude to refrain from harmful actions. The six pillars of work ethics—honesty,
responsibility, respect for others, justice, transparency, and perseverance—serve as the
foundation for fostering trust and reducing social conflict. in the dimension of sustainable
community development, the analysis posits that a community is not merely a physical space
but an interplay of sociological and psychological dimensions. Sustainable development must
balance economic, social, and spiritual aspects, with non-harmful work acting as a primary
driver. When community members adhere to these ethical standards, professional
development and collective initiatives shift toward virtuous self-reliance rather than
exploitative competition, thereby strengthening "social capital." The article concludes that
integrating these principles at the individual, family, and community levels—facilitated by
local administrative organizations through data surveys, vocational training, and budgetary
support—is a crucial mechanism for enhancing quality of life. This integration fosters a
harmonious, secure, and mindful society that thrives within an ethical framework for both

short-term and long-term sustainability.

Keywords: Blameless Work, Sustainable Community Development, Working Ethics
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