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Abstract

This academic article aims to comprehensively analyze youth political participation in
the contemporary context by examining diverse forms and channels of participation, factors
influencing participation, as well as challenges and opportunities that youth face in exercising
their political roles. Frameworks and theories including social capital theory, social learning
theory, social movement theory, concepts of new forms of political participation, and the
concept of digital citizenship. These frameworks enable a comprehensive understanding of
the dynamics of youth political participation at individual, social, and political structural levels.

The analysis reveals that : youth political participation in the 21st century has become
more diverse and complex. Although participation rates through traditional political
institutions may have declined in some countries, youth are actively participating through
various alternative channels, including social movements, the use of digital media and social
media platforms, volunteer activities and community development, political consumerism,
and expression through arts and culture. Particularly, the use of digital platforms has become
a crucial tool for creating momentum, mobilizing support, and expressing political opinions.
Factors influencing youth political participation exist at multiple levels, ranging from
demographic characteristics, socioeconomic status, access to technology, and political
socialization from family and school, to the nature of political systems and historical contexts.

Highlighting that improving civic education creates spaces for youth to genuinely
participate in decision-making processes, promotes the creative use of digital media, reduces
inequality in opportunities for participation, and protects freedom of expression for youth,
which is considered a crucial foundation for the development of a strong democratic society

in the future.
Keywords: Political participation, Youth, 21st century
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