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Abstract

This article examines the role of Buddhism as a pivotal mechanism for social mobility
through a comparative analysis of India and Thailand. The study contrasts the revival of
Buddhism in India specifically the mass conversion of Dalits led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar with the
Thai context, where Buddhism and the monastic institution serve as spaces for educational
opportunities and social recognition for the poor, marginalized groups, and ethnic minorities.
The findings reveal that Buddhism functions not merely as a spiritual system but as "cultural”

and "moral capital" that enables individuals to transcend structural inequality at both the
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societal and individual levels. The Navayana Buddhist movement in India exemplifies the use
of religion as a tool for social revolution, whereas the Thai case demonstrates how temples
and monks facilitate social mobility through ordination, education, and patronage networks.
This article argues that Buddhism should be viewed as a social force with significant potential

to promote equality, human dignity, and sustainable social development.

Keywords: Social Mobility, Navayana, Caste System, Buddhism, Monastic Institution
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VeIl NIvassloge ATUIYNYN LazAgUIRTEYIR dauawuialndyia Junuinly
nsasraasednonins1iidoulowunisdiny yuiamusssy uasninensmaasughadse iy
ﬂ%"mmﬁLﬁmﬁuﬁlﬁwqmagﬁﬁﬁﬂsw mnilugmsaiuayuiunsAnw MuNsane) waensimw
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Jugusssu (eRwey) wisegassa, 2021; Scott, 2009)

3. WisuWsuunumnssasdineiunsalduuanisluduse

Sofimsansuiisuiunsdlues a3 J.913. Suuand luduide azwuinumuimvesmaun
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TH9uaiesdlelunis “haneanuveusssn” vesszuissue uazairsnanuvallmiliiunanedie
TaLau (Ambedkar, 1948; Jaffrelot, 2005) NM5LUA uaawdudunisufianiedsauluseiv
lAs9a31e

Tunnsadudnu nsdvesUsemalne wiseaufldvmiiiimielassadisuduasi
JULSS AUl “lgdesing vedlassainedinuriunisfing MIviEeu Lavszuuguiud
nadeudumsdiesFafntuludnuazaesfudesly wazendenumatansssunasAasssndugiu
(Mulder, 1996; 1103 Usginlsuu, 2555)

oe19lRd Taaeansdiazviougasamddey o msldwnsmaunduunasanednaainudu
uyud wazdundwensmedseuiithelinguaumevevannsadesesiulassainadiliifuss sulelu
sUnuULAnsey

agu InmsiiesiunumteanszasuagnsdAnwsisluduisuazyssndlne wudn
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oo !
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=

Anarsanudunyedegnedadu (Giddens, 2006; Usziaa 12, 2554)

RN
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dyveinsideutumdinn Tngldnsiazionaisuarnsaanwidalisudioussninduie
uazUsznalng nansAnwimudn mauwnsildidufssssuuanudonsd slganu mnudidy
niwgrnsmadsanifidnoamgslunisairsanaatenia dnaesauduiywd wazlonialunis
HALNINVRINFUAUY VB
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(Ambedkar, 1948; Queen, 1996)
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anla, 2550)
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dfgy
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Lﬁau%uWWQﬁaﬂmL%ﬂwnszﬁU” (Multi-level Buddhist Social Mobility Mechanism) @suUszneusng 3
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1. szaudaanuana: NMUITSEY MIHAILIALLEY kagnisasednanwallng

2. seAuan1tu: Tauazan TuasdlugusunaaunIeinus sy N1sANY Lasn3evne
G

3. sedulassadedeau: navmevderleunaelassadamuimiend lhunisfiannu
mauludaauenauasAnanduyus

ﬂia‘uLLuaﬁmﬁﬁaamawaﬂaﬁuL%’ﬂlﬂﬂ%ﬁmamaaﬂmﬂﬁﬁ‘vm%m%gy,@wmlﬂajﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmm
Havegnaduszuy warannsaillussgndldluns@numauntumstamnlugiunduld

o

204 | wswinnssunmswandyauasAnsTsungdy



The 3™ National and the 2" International Academic Conference. (No.2 : Academic Article)

MCU-NM | Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Nakhonratchasima Campus | 17 January 2026

LONENT91984

Ansfing wingni. (2549). UseiReansiasugialve. ngamne: drinfiunasneasse.

Usgiae 2gd. (2546). maufunsimunden. nganna: nueyv.

wsznsvnAnTel (U.o. Yeale). (2554). wnssssy RUUUSUUTUAZIE18AIIN). AT UM
AINTUIIYINGAE.

wsglwena Janla. (2550). ysmawumsiUasuwdasdees. namme: yaislnuafumes.

wszlwaa Janla. (2557). wwﬁmamﬁ’umimﬁsJuLLiJaqé{’m:u. nyamne: @tinfiuriguninla,

40198 Funnilv. (2561). e dnaIne). ngamne: dnRuiLiagaInsalunIne e,

39500 @0ne1uN. (2560). A1aU1 TAUSIIN UazANUTALEY. NJunn: dnfungansal
UMINYAE.

Ambedkar, B. R. (1948). The untouchables. Bombay: Thacker.

Ambedkar, B. R. (1957). The Buddha and His Dhamma. Bombay: Siddharth College Publications.

Berger, P. L. (1967). The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion. New
York, NY: Anchor Books.

Blau, P. M., & Duncan, O. D. (1967). The American Occupational Structure. New York, NY: Wiley.

Bourdieu, P. (1986). The forms of capital. In J. Richardson (Ed.), Handbook of Theory and
Research for the Sociology of Education (pp. 241-258). New York, NY: Greenwood Press.

Dumont, L. (1980). Homo Hierarchicus: The Caste System and Its Implications. Chicago, IL:
University of Chicago Press.

Erikson, R., & Goldthorpe, J. H. (1992). The Constant Flux: A Study of Class Mobility in Industrial
Societies. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Giddens, A. (2009). Sociology (6th ed.). Cambridge: Polity Press.

Gutierrez, G. (1973). A Theology of Liberation. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books.

Harvey, P. (2013). An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices (2nd ed.).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Jodhka, S. S. (2012). Caste. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Keyes, C. F. (1989). Thailand: Buddhist Kingdom as Modern Nation-State. Boulder, CO: Westview
Press.

Keyes, C. F. (1999). Buddhism fragmented. Albany: SUNY Press.

McMahan, D. L. (2008). The Making of Buddhist Modernism. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Queen, C. S. (1996). Dr. Ambedkar and the hermeneutics of Buddhist liberation. In C. S. Queen
& S. B. King (Eds.), Engaged Buddhism: Buddhist Liberation Movements in Asia (pp. 45—
71). Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.

Sen, A. (1999). Development as freedom. New York: Knopf.

Swearer, D. (1994). The Buddhist world of Southeast Asia. Albany: SUNY Press.

Buddhist Innovation for Sustainable Development of Wisdom and Morality | 205



