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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the complex relationship between Buddhism
and the Thai state through historical, legal, and socio-political dimensions, employing
documentary research methodology. The study reveals that this relationship is characterized
as a "symbiotic relationship of patronage and control," deeply rooted in the traditional
"Dhammaraja" concept and systemized during the modern nation-building era through legal
mechanisms, particularly the Sangha Act, which grants the state significant power to oversee

the religious institution. This dynamic has established Buddhism as a de facto state religion
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and a core component of the "Nation, Religion, King" ideology, despite constitutional
guarantees of religious freedom. In the contemporary era, however, this relationship faces
challenges from secularism, religious pluralism, and internal changes within Buddhism itself.
The new knowledge gained is the understanding of the Thai state as a "Patronage-based
Secularism," a unique model where the state maintains its role in patronizing the dominant

religion while managing religious diversity within a modern legal framework.

Keywords: Sangha Act, Buddhism and Politics, Secularism, Religion and State
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