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Abstract

This article aims to analyze Thailand’s national interests within the framework of
strategic partnerships in the Mekong Subregion, focusing on the dynamics of security,
economy, environment, and transnational threats in the context of contemporary
international relations. The study employs an integrated theoretical framework, including
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Realism, Human Security (Comprehensive Security), Institutional Liberalism, and the concepts
of Balancing and Hedging, to bridge theoretical perspectives with empirical case studies in the
Mekong Subregion.

The study analyzes academic literature and reports from reputable international
organizations alongside specific case studies. These include development projects and
activities with transboundary impacts, such as mining in Myanmar and dam projects in Lao
PDR, as well as the rise of transnational crimes and scammer networks along the Thai-
Cambodian border.

The findings reveal that Thailand’s national interests in the Mekong River Basin are
multi-dimensional and intricately interconnected. Relying solely on traditional security
frameworks is insufficient to address emerging non-traditional threats. Consequently, strategic
partnerships serve as vital institutional mechanisms for risk management and the pursuit of
mutual interests. However, limitations regarding binding authority and power asymmetry
remain significant obstacles to effective cooperation. The article concludes by recommending
that Thailand recalibrate its policy framework toward a holistic protection of national interests

and the strengthening of sustainable transboundary cooperation for the future.

Keywords: Comprehensive Security, National Interests, Mekong River Basin,

Strategic Partnership, Transnational Crime
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