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Abstract

This article aims to: (1) analyze the recent scandal involving high-ranking Thai
Buddhist monks through the lens of critical philosophy, and (2) reveal the underlying structures
of morality, power, and ideological illusion embedded in the Thai monastic institution that
perpetuate the ongoing crisis of public faith.

The study draws from major philosophical frameworks, including Immanuel Kant’s
concept of internal morality, Michel Foucault’s theory of power, and Karl Marx’s critique of
religion as ideology, alongside Theravada Buddhist philosophy regarding the ordained path
and liberation. Rather than placing blame on individuals, this article highlights the structural
dynamics that construct the monk as a moral authority—one entangled in expectations,

instrumentalization, and societal silence toward ethical accountability.
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