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Abstract

This research had the objective to (1) study the past and present situation of the
mangrove forest in Bang Bo Lang village, (2) study the problems and obstacles, along with the
solution for developing community participation in mangrove forest conservation and
restoration, and (3) study the results of developing community which participation in
mangrove forest conservation and restoration.This research used action research methodology
with 35 key informants. The research tools were included observation, interviews, and focus
group discussions. Data was analyzed using content analysis. The research results revealed
that:

1) Regarding the past and present situation of the mangrove forest, Bang Bo Lang
village experienced coastal erosion, forcing more than 10 households to relocate. Former
village chief Daeng led the villagers in solving the problem by planting bamboo wave-breaking
stakes and initiating mangrovere forestation, with the support from both government and
private sectors. The community established a Mangrove Nature School, which included
activities such as training, planting bamboo wave-breaking stakes, mangrove planting, kayaking,
and ecotourism.

2) Regarding the problems and obstacles, some villagers lacked participation in the
Mangrove Nature School, including a lack of knowledge of mangrove forest laws and a lack of
awareness and consciousness about mangrove forests, especially among of the youth.
Regarding the approach to developing participation, training and education should be provided
to villagers and youth whilevarious groups among the community should be established, such
as a Youth Mangrove Forest Protection Group, to encourage greater participation of the society.

3) Results of developing participation in mangrove forest conservation and
restoration showed that monitoring and evaluation of villagers and youth, who have received
training and education, and who have participated in volunteer activities and developed a
positive awareness, have led to the increase of villager participation in activities such as
mangrove planting, marine debris collecting, kayaking, and mangrove seedling cultivation. For
the economically benefits, villagers and communities have experienced the increase of
income. For the socially benefits, the villagers appreciate and cherish mangrove forests more.
In addition, for the environmentally benefits, they have helped the mangrove forests
reforestation, restoring the ecosystem to a state of abundance and sustainability. In summary,
the new knowledge which gained form this research is that youth who participated these

activities become more involved in the conservation and restoration of mangrove forests.

Keywords: Participation, Conservation and Restoration, Mangrove Forest
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