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Abstract

This research article aimed to: (1) study the level of political communication of local
politicians in Pong Subdistrict Municipality (2) compare the political communication of local
politicians in Pong Subdistrict Municipality and (3) propose the application of the principle of honest
speech to promote political communication of local politicians in Pong Subdistrict Municipality. This
is a mixed-methods research. Quantitative research collected data using questionnaires from a
sample of 372 people, analyzed using statistical software. Qualitative research collected data from
15 key informants using structured interviews, analyzed using descriptive content analysis. The
research findings revealed:

1) The level of political communication of local politicians in Pong Subdistrict Municipality
showed that, overall, it was at a very satisfactory level. When considering each aspect individually,
it was found that all aspects had a high level of satisfaction. The mass media aspect had the highest
average score, followed by the public aspect, the communication channel aspect, the political
organization aspect, the message aspect, the recipient of the message aspect, and the source of the
message aspect, in that order.

2) The comparison of public opinion on political communication by local politicians in
Pong Subdistrict Municipality, classified by personal factors such as gender, age, education level,
occupation, and income, showed that people with different genders, ages, and occupations did not
have significantly different opinions on political communication by local politicians at the 0.05
statistical significance level. However, people with different education levels and incomes had
significantly different opinions on political communication by local politicians at the 0.05 statistical
significance level. This indicates that education and income factors affect public opinion on political
communication by local politicians in the study area.

3. The application of the Four Principles of Honest Speech to Promote Political
Communication, showed that overall, the level of satisfaction was high. The aspect of truthful
speech had the highest average score, followed by polite speech, truthful speech, and slanderous
speech, in that order. Data from interviews reflected that... Applying the Four Principles of Honest
Speech helps to make political communication accurate, polite, clear, and constructive. This fosters
trust, positive attitudes, and increased political participation among the public, which is a crucial

foundation for the sustainable development of democracy at the local level.

Keywords: The principle of honest speech; political communication; local politicians.
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