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Abstract

This research article aimed: (1) to study the level of public participation in preventing
and solving forest fires and haze problems (2) to compare public participation in preventing
and solving forest fires and haze problems by personal factors and (3) to integrate Buddhist
principles to promote public participation in preventing and solving forest fires and haze
problems. A mixed-method research methodology was employed. The population and
sample consisted of 364 people in forest-side villages. The research instrument used was a
questionnaire with reliability scores. Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential
statistics. Data from 13 key informants was analyzed using content analysis. The results of the
research revealed that:

1) The overall level of public participation in preventing and solving forest fires and
haze problems was high.

2) Comparing the level of public participation in preventing and solving forest fires and
haze problems by personal factors, it was found that people of different genders and
educational levels had similar overall participation in preventing and solving forest fires and
haze problems. People of different ages and occupations had different levels of participation
in preventing and solving forest fires and haze problems. Overall, participation in forest fire
and haze prevention and resolution showed a significant difference at the 0.05 level.

3) Integrating Buddhist principles to promote public participation in forest fire and haze
prevention and resolution revealed regular joint meetings, promoting knowledge exchange,
increasing network partnerships, respecting the opinions of experienced individuals, providing
equal opportunities for women's participation, increasing government budgets, supporting
operational materials and communication equipment, and evaluating and collecting statistical
data.

Keywords: : People Participation, Forest Fire and Smog, Aparihaniyadhamma
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