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Abstract

This research article aimed: (1)to examine the level of political popularity of local
politicians in Ban Tham Sub-district (2) to compare political popularity based on personal factors
and (3) to propose the application of Buddhist principles, specifically the Sangahavatthu IV (The Four
Bases of Social Solidarity), to enhance political popularity. This mixed-methods study involved a
quantitative sample of 379 citizens aged 18 and over, and qualitative data from 9 key informants.

Research instruments included questionnaires and in-depth interviews. Data were analyzed using

o
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descriptive statistics (Mean, Standard Deviation), Rating Scales, and inferential statistics, The research
findings revealed that:

1) The overall level of political popularity was at a moderate level. When considering
individual dimensions, political liberty had the highest mean, followed by equality, accountability,
and participation, respectively.

2) To compare political popularity based on personal factors, differences in gender, age,
educational level, occupation, and income did not result in significant differences in political
popularity overall.

3) Regarding the application of Buddhist principles, the study found that the
Sangahavatthu IV should be integrated as follows Dana (Giving) through providing opportunities and
knowledge Piyavaca (Kindly Speech) through communication to build unity Atthacariya (Useful
Conduct) through serious and profound problem-solving and Samanattata (Consistency) through

promoting equality and accessibility

Keywords: Application of Buddhist Principles, Political Popularity, Local Politicians, Sangahavatthu IV
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