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Abstract

This research study aimed to: (1) examine the level of political popularity of local
politicians (2) compare political popularity according to personal factors and (3) present an
applied model of the Buddhist principle of Sangahavatthu Dhamma as a Buddhist innovation
for enhancing political popularity and promoting sustainable local governance. A mixed-
methods research design was employed, integrating quantitative and qualitative approaches.
The quantitative data were collected using a questionnaire administered to 352 respondents,
selected from a population of 2,926 based on Yamane’s formula. The qualitative data were
obtained through indepth interviews with 12 key informants, including monks and laypersons.
Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, while qualitative data were
analyzed through content and thematic analysis. The findings revealed that:

1) the overall level of political popularity of local politicians was at a very high
level. Among the seven dimensions examined, goal-oriented performance received the highest
rating, followed by political socialization, specialized knowledge and competencies, social
status, power-related values, political experience, personal characteristics, and network
relationships, respectively.

2) Comparative analysis based on personal factors gender, age, educational level,
occupation, and income showed no statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level.

3) Regarding the application of the four principles of Sangahavatthu Dhamma, the
overall level was also rated very high. Atthacariya (beneficial conduct) demonstrated the
highest mean score, followed by Dana (giving), Samanattata (consistency and equality), and
Piyavaca (kind speech). Qualitative findings indicated that Sangahavatthu Dhamma functions
as a Buddhist-based innovation that integrates wisdom and moral conduct into political
practice. Dana initiates public trust, Piyavaca fosters harmonious relationships, Atthacariya
reflects tangible and people-centered outcomes, and Samanattata sustains long-term
political legitimacy. The study highlights that the integration of Buddhist ethical principles with
political performance contributes to the development of wisdom, morality, and sustainable

local political governance in contemporary society.

Keywords: Local politicians, Building Popularity, Principles of social welfare
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The 3" National and the 2" International Academic Conference. (No.1 : Research Article)

MCU-NM | Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Nakhonratchasima Campus | 17 January 2026
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