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Abstract

This research article aims to: (1) Study the level of political participation of citizens in
determining public policy of the administrators of Wiang Kalong Subdistrict Municipality, (2) Compare
the level of political participation in determining public policy of the administrators of Wiang Kalong
Subdistrict Municipality and (3) Present Buddhist integration to promote political participation of
citizens in determining public policy according to the principle of Aparihaniyadhamma. This research
employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative research with a sample population of
380 people, calculated using Taro Yamane's formula, using questionnaires and descriptive statistics,
and qualitative research with 10 key informants, using interviews. Data was analyzed using inductive
reasoning and interpretation. The research findings indicate that

1) The analysis of the overall level of public political participation in the formulation of
public policies by administrators showed a high level (x = 3.73) When categorized by item, the
aspect of decision-making in public policy formulation was at the highest level (x = 3.77) followed
by the aspect of evaluating public policies, which was at the lowest level (x = 3.67)

2) Comparation of political participation of citizens was not significantly different among
sample groups with different genders, ages, education levels, occupations, and incomes. Therefore,
all five hypotheses were rejected.

3) The presentation of Buddhist integration to promote public political participation
revealed that the people of Wiang Kalong have the potential to participate in the policy process,
but the system of participation is still limited, especially during the design and decision-making
phases. The Seven Principles of Non-Decline (Aparihaniyadhamma 7 serve as an ethical framework
that helps to enhance equality, transparency, and rationality, opening up space for all groups to
truly participate. This leads to a benevolent public policy system that empowers citizens and makes

local democracy strong and sustainable.

Keywords: Political Participation, Public Policy, Buddhist Integration
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