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Abstract

This research article has the following objectives: (1) to study the concept of the soul
in Western and Eastern philosophy (2) to examine the concept of the soul as it appears in
Thai philosophy and (3) to analyze the values of the concept of the soul in Thai society. This
study is documentary research. Data were collected through a review of relevant documents
and previous studies. The data were analyzed and synthesized, and the findings were
presented using descriptive analysis. The findings reveal that:

1) Beliefs about the soul in Western and Eastern philosophy arose from human feelings
of insecurity toward the forces of nature. When people were unable to explain catastrophic

events, they imagined the existence of supernatural powers governing such phenomena.
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2) Thai society holds beliefs in spirits and supernatural powers at various levels, such
as household spirits, village spirits, sky spirits, Phaya Thaen, and spirits or souls in Thai Buddhist
belief, which are categorized into benevolent and malevolent spirits. These beliefs reflect Thai
worldviews and are expressed through rituals and customs that have been transmitted over
a long period of time.

3) The value of the concept of the soul in Thai philosophical thought lies in its role as
a mediator between the material world and the spiritual/mental world and in its relation to
karma and rebirth. This concept provides an ethical foundation, such as respect for life and
responsibility for one’s actions. Beliefs about the soul have shaped Thai rituals and

strengthened community cohesion and solidarity.

Keyword : Value, Thai Philosophy, souls
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