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Abstract
This research article aimed to study (1) the history and background of Doctor
Jivaka Komarabhacca (2) the principles of medical ethics of Doctor Jivaka Komarabhacca as

appearing in Theravada Buddhist philosophical texts, and (3) an analysis of the medical ethics
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of Doctor Jivaka Komarabhacca. This research is qualitative, using document analysis methods
by studying the Tripitaka, Commentaries, Sub-commentaries, and related research works, and
the findings were presented using descriptive analysis. The findings reveal that:

1) Doctor Jivaka Komarabhacca was an important figure in the history of Eastern
medicine and Buddhism. He was the son of Salavati and was raised by Prince Abhaya. He
studied medicine in Taxila city for 7 years, had outstanding medical achievements, and served
as the royal physician to King Bimbisara, as well as providing medical treatment to the Buddha.

2) The principles of medical ethics of Doctor Jivaka as appearing in Theravada
Buddhist philosophical texts consist of important principles including: the principle of
compassion in medical treatment, the principle of equality in providing medical services
recardless of caste, maintaining patient confidentiality, the principle of non-harm or non-
violence towards patients (ahimsa), honesty and sincerity towards patients, focusing on the
highest benefit of patients, and respecting the human dignity of patients.

3) The analysis of Doctor lJivaka's medical ethics found that they are deeply
connected to Buddhist principles, especially the Four Divine States of Mind (Brahmaviharas),
the Four Noble Truths, and the Eightfold Path. They have a holistic characteristic that
integrates medical knowledge with Buddhist principles, were progressive and challenged social
norms of that time, are consistent with modern medical ethics, and still have value for
application in current health systems in terms of respecting human dignity, equality in access
to health services, emphasizing compassion alongside scientific knowledge, and viewing health

holistically.
Keyword: ETHICS , JIVAKA KOMARABHACCA
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