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ABSTRACT

This article examines the ethical legacy of the Buddha’s final teachings as presented
in the Mahaparinibbana Sutta, one of the most significant texts in the Pali Canon. Rather than
approaching the sutta solely as a historical or biographical narrative, the study analyzes it as
a source of philosophical ethics that articulates enduring moral values for Buddhist life after
the Buddha’s passing. Through textual and philosophical analysis, the article explores key
ethical themes embedded in the narrative, including impermanence (anicca), moral
autonomy, communal responsibility, and the primacy of the Dhamma and Vinaya as normative
authority. The Buddha’s refusal to appoint a personal successor and his emphasis on self-
reliance and collective deliberation are interpreted as foundational principles of a non-
authoritarian ethical framework. Moreover, the sutta’s portrayal of the Buddha’s final journey
and physical decline functions as an ethical exemplar, reinforcing the integration of existential
awareness with moral practice. The article argues that the Mahaparinibbana Sutta offers a
coherent moral vision that remains philosophically relevant for contemporary discussions of
ethics, authority, and social responsibility. By situating the sutta within the broader field of
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Buddhist ethical philosophy, this study highlights its continuing significance as a guide for

ethical reflection in both traditional and modern contexts.
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