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ABSTRACT

The academic article aimed to study ...........

The Mahaparinibba@na Sutta, preserved in the Digha Nikdya of the Pali Canon,
occupies a distinctive position in Buddhist literature as the most extensive narrative account
of the Buddha’s final year and passing away. Unlike doctrinal discourses that primarily focus
on philosophical exposition, this sutta presents a continuous narrative that integrates historical
events, geographical references, ethical teachings, and ritual practices. This article examines
the Mahaparinibba@na Sutta as a form of sacred history, arguing that the text functions not
merely as a biographical record but as a religious framework that shapes collective memory
and normative understanding within early Buddhism. (iausnan1s@ni)

Through a critical textual analysis, this study explores the historical and geographical
dimensions of the Buddha’s final journey, highlighting how specific places, political contexts,
and ritual elements are imbued with religious significance. The analysis demonstrates that the
sutta sacralizes historical events and physical spaces, transforming them into enduring sites of
moral instruction and communal identity. By situating the Maha@parinibba@na Sutta within the
broader context of Buddhist historiography, this article shows how early Buddhist communities
constructed a sacred narrative that integrates impermanence, ethical responsibility, and
institutional continuity. The study concludes that understanding the Mahaparinibbana Sutta
as sacred history provides valuable insight into the formation of Buddhist historical
consciousness and the role of narrative in preserving religious meaning.

Keywords : Mahaparinibba@na Sutta, Historical Geography, Early Buddhism
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