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THE INTEGRATION OF BUDDHIST INNOVATION WITH DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY REFLECTS
THE IDENTITY OF THE BUDDHIST UNIVERSITY.
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Abstracts

This academic article discusses how Buddhist universities lay the foundation for
producing digital workforce in Thailand. Buddhist universities are adapting their teaching
policies from traditional theoretical approaches to creating a learning ecosystem that keeps
pace with technological changes. They utilize artificial intelligence (Al) and integrate Buddhist
principles to create innovations that develop society—spiritual and social innovations—
responsible for the needs of the monastic community, the labor market, and business
innovation. This innovation focuses on practical application, as developed by the Buddha,
emphasizing the development of the mind alongside daily life. Mindfulness and meditation
are tools for cultivating a calm and wise mind. The Buddha's Buddhist innovation is not merely
about teaching Dharma, but about creating ways of thinking and practices that systematically

solve human suffering.

Therefore, integrating Buddhist innovation with digital technology reflects the

identity of Buddhist universities, a balanced blend of "Buddhist principles," "technology," and
"social processes" without abandoning the essence of Buddhism. It enhances the dissemination
of Dharma, making it more contemporary, accessible, and responsive to the needs of a
globalized society. The innovations of the Thai monastic community and Buddhist universities
are complementary and supportive of each other. For example, addressing plastic waste by
stimulating moral values in society, raising awareness of plastic use and disposal, emphasizing
reduction, reuse, recycling, and rejection of unnecessary items. Choosing natural materials,
separating waste properly, and creating new innovations at Wat Chak Daeng involves
transforming recycled plastic bottles into fibers, blending them with natural fibers to weave
fabric. This fabric is then dyed according to monastic rules and sewn into lightweight, quick-

drying, odor-free robes that are environmentally friendly.

Keyword: Integration, Buddhist Innovation, Identity of the Buddhist University
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