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The Realisation

Three chain-like events forced
Siddhartha to rethink about his life and
existence. One day he hoppened fo
sea an old man. Leaning upon his
stick he wos able to walk with greot
difficulty and pain. From him the young
prince realised that he too was
destined to decay with old age, which
was a fruth of life.  After some days,
he hoppened to see a sick man
crying In pain ond agony. He was
deserted by all. From him Siddhartha
realised that every life was subjected
to disease ond aliments, which were
the truth of life. Yet another day, he
happened to see a band of people

ANTEN

erriliEat mmde naeEatliEom  ans A ass
utinsn Arovall Books Infemational - Buddaha The Enlightenad

carying a humon body ftied on a

pier. They were all weeping and
larmenting. From the event the young
prince recised that the life people
priced so much had only *to
terminate in  death.

Thus, having realised that old
age, disease and death were tha truths
of life, the young prince lost all his
interest in meriment and pleasure
seeking. He began meditating for the
means of deliverance from them. Cne
day he saw g saffron-clad man
walking along the road in greot
confidence and with absolute calm
and benevolence on his face.
He had a begging bowl into his
hand. The prince was struck by his

composure, calmness and serenity.
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The prince redlised that the life of an
ascefic clone could lead him to his
goal. The repors of prince’s disquiet
had reached the king. He redoubled
his efforts to retain the prince in the
palace, and in the process set strong
guards on paloce gates, least the
prince sipped unnoticed.

&ne night he decided to
rencunce fhis illusive worldly life of the
paloce and to take to asceticism,
It is said, he first weant to his father for
his perrission, and, under some divine
spel, his father did not say 'ng’ to
hirn, though afterwards, realising his
eror he sent his courtiers to bring him
back. His charioteer Chandaka, when
his efforts to convince the prince had
failed, saddled prince’s favorite horse
Kanthaka, Siddhartha then sought his
wifg's silent parmission and proceaded.
And to their great astonishment, they
found all the guards fost asleep and
all the gotes and doors lying wide
open. It is said four Gaurdian Kings
emerged from heaven and sustained
on thelr palms Kanthaka's hoovers, so
that their sound did not olarm any
one.

The Sakya's lond hod been left
far behind. Siddhartha removed his

ornaments and gove fthem to
Chandaka., He also cut his hair, and,
bidding Chandaka
proceaded in his search for truth.  In
the form of his cloth he stil had a
mark of regality attached to him. He
miet a shabbily ciad hunter from whom
Siddhartha exchanged his gaments
of silk. For his Great Departure, thus,
siddhartha had undergeone a
complete fransformation emerging as
the Sakyamunl.
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