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MNow Siddhartha had around him more
comionts, ouries and pleasurable diversions.
In an effort for directing his energies and
interest along the werldly line he was put to
the charge of the best teachers of his time
to instruct him in scriptures, arms, arts,
games, music and archery, and in almost no
time the young prince mastered them all.
Nothing, however, could change his jambu
tree. He unknowingly assumed the
meditational padmasana posture. Some of
king Suddhodana’s courtiers happened to
pass from there. They saw that on prince’s
face there emerged a lock of absolute calm
and utter serenity. Theplince look awed

them. They were further dismayed to see
that the shadows of all trees had shifted as
per the passage of the sun, but the shadow
ofthe jambu tree, under which sat the young
prince, had remained foxed on him.

The event greatly worried the king.
He decided to redouble his efforts to keep
the prince tagged to the worldly line. He
accepted the suggestion that a wife and
children could be of great help. He began
looking for a suitable bride. Gopa, also called
Yashodhara, the daughter of a Sgkya
nobleman, Dandapani, stood best in
everybody's consideration. As per custom
prevailing among the Sakyas, Siddhartha
hﬂdmwinharlnmopen‘mmpadﬁon. The
young prince was able to compete all his



e

rivals in the toumament and win Gopa's
hand. Siddhartha had for several years a life
of ease, opulence and pleasurability.
Meanvhile Gopa bere him a son whom they
named Rahul, though, despite, the young
prince remained detached to everything.
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