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AN ANALYSIS OF PLAYING ONLINE GAMES OF CHILDREN IN ETHICS
THROUGH THERAVADA BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY
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Abstract

This thesis research had three following objectives: (1) to study the
concepts of ethics that appear in Theravada Buddhist philosophy; (2) to study the
current condition and problems of online games playing of children; and (3) to analyze
online games playing of children based on ethical concepts of Theravada Buddhist
philosophy. This research was a qualitative research. Research findings could be
concluded as follows:

Regarding ethical concepts in Theravada Buddhist philosophy, it was
found that there were three levels of ethics in Theravada Buddhist philosophy, namely,
(1) the fundamental level, i.e. the Five Precepts, which was the principles of good
physical, verbal and mental conducts based on refraining; this was the fundamental
dhamma that would lead to other Kusala-kamma or righteous conducts; (2) the middle
level ethics, i.e. the 10 Kusala-kammapatha, which was the path of good conducts
leading to 10 righteous actions; and (3) the ultimate level ethics, i.e. the Noble Eightfold
Path -- the eight paths leading to cessation of suffering, which was a component of
the Four Noble Truths; the judgement criteria also consisted of three levels: (1) the
judgement criteria for righteous conducts at the fundamental level were the Five
Precepts; (2) the judgement criteria for righteous conducts at the middle level were
the 10 Kusala-kammapatha and the abstaining from 10 Akusala-kammapatha; and (3)
the judgement criteria for righteous conducts at the ultimate level were the Noble
Eightfold Path, which constituted the ultimate righteousness. Theravada Buddhist
philosophy considered that the Buddhist ethical judgement criteria were the criteria
for making judgement on righteousness and wrong doing and separating righteous
conducts from wrong conducts.

Regarding the current condition and problems of online games playing of
children, it was found that technological progress enabled the Internet to have more
roles. The children could play online games with more friends. Each player could
participate in the game via the Internet. When children were more interested in and
addicted to the online games, all sectors of the society had to find ways to prevent
and solve these problems by issuing rules and regulations to control the game shops,
children and youths and to promote and support the creation of constructive projects
concerning online games. As for the impacts of online games playing to the players,
playing online games caused the players to be confused and could not discriminate
the real world from the world in their games. Examples of the occurred problems were

the criminal problems, the human trafficking problems, the use of violence in solving



problems, the sexual harassment problems, and the drugs addiction problems. These
problems were the results of association with various groups of friends.
Keywords : PLAYING ONLINE GAMES, ETHICS THROUGH, THERAVADA BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY
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