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The Divine Birth

As the Buddhist hterature. legends and
mythology have it, Buddha, the Enlightened
One, was born at Lumbing, in the root hills
of Nepal around the year 563 B.C. Bafore ha
was conceived, his mother Mayadevi, the
queen of the Sakya king of Kapilavastu,
had a strange dream. The queen saw that
a white elephant descended from the sky,
thrice walked round her and entersd her
wamb, The strangeness of the dream
greatly perturbed her,

In the morming she related it to her husband
King Suddhodana, who, perturbed alike,
summoned Tom aroumd all learned men
and asked them to interpret the queen’s
dream. They all held that the queen would
beget a son who would either be a great
monarch, or a great ascetic and sway over

the entire world either as a ruler of as alaw-
giver,

The time for Buddha's birth had almost
armived. The queen Mayadevi decided that
for her child’s birth she would go to her
parents at the foot of the Himalayas With
allthe arrangements for her journay she sat
of in a palanguin. When midway, a grove
of trees in a road-side garden near Lumbini
attracted her and she got down and walked
to an Asokatree in the grove, The tee
lowered its branches and holding one of
them into her nght hand queen Mayadevi
bore her child frem her right side. There
appeared gods who brought softest =ilk
and wrapped the new-born in it, and the
new-born, as soon as he was bamn, stood
up on his legs and took seven steps. On all
the saven points where the new-bom put



his fool, grew seven lotuses to hold the
footsteps of the new-bom on them.
COuesn Mayadevi came back from Lumbini
o Kapilavastu. They were received there
with great jubilation. The new-bomn was
named Siddhartha, Thejubilation, however,
did not last long. Quesn Mayadevi passed
away leaving the new-bom into the card of
hisaunt Prajapati. The young prince showed
from hiz childhood age introvert,
compassionate and meditative turn of mind.
One day sage Asita, the well known spiritual
teacher of his time, came to Suddhodana's
court. and having seen thirtytwo auspicious
marks on the persen of Siddhartha,
predicted that the young prince was the
Buddha-to-be. The prediction deeply
perturbed the king who always dasired
that his son became the great monarch
and swayed over the world as its muler,
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