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ABSTRACT

An Analytical Study of Epistemology in Theravada Buddhism has 3
purposes: (1) to study theories of knowledge in general philosophy, (2) to study
theories of knowledge in Buddhism, and (3) to analyze theories of knowledge in
Theravada Buddhism

Research results show that there are several theories of knowledge in
general philosophy: (1) Rationalism, (2) Empiricism, (3) Sensationalism, (4) Apriorism,
(5) Intuitionism, and (6) Authoritarianism or Revelation. However, when we narrowed
down these theories into just one most influential theory in the present world, we
came up with Empiricism spearheaded by John Locke who stated that all human
knowledge derived from sensory perceptions through eyes, ears, nose, tongue, and
body.

However, according to the theory of knowledge in Theravada Buddhism,

human knowledge arises from the combination of body and mind consisting of eyes,
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ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind. That is, when all sensory perceptions,
wholesome or unwholesome, pass through these organs, they will be stored in the
mind, which will further process and reflect these perceptions in the form of
behaviors, both wholesome and unwholesome. Therefore, knowledge in Theravada
Buddhism originates in (1) Suttamaya-panna (Knowledge that is learned from others),
(2) Cintamaya-panna (Knowledge that is thought out), and (3) Bhavanamaya-panna
(knowledge that is gained by development or practice). Briefly, knowledge in
Theravada Buddhism is divided into two levels: (1) Mundane and (2) Supermundane.
Based on the analysis of the theory of knowledge in Theravada Buddhism,
it can be stated that knowledge in general philosophy which is divided into six
groups mentioned above still clings to worldly experiences and physical gains,
sometimes even in self-conflict, which causes delusions, defilements, and ignorance.
On the contrary, the analysis of knowledge in Theravada Buddhism
demonstrated that it is the kind of knowledge that leads to both physical and
mental development in accordance with the theory of knowledge or epistemology
resulting in ethic or moral conduct (through Sila-Precepts, Smadhi-Concentration, and
Panna-Wisdom) in order to eliminate causes of ignorance and attain the highest

spiritual liberation or Nibbana (Metaphysics).
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